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Senators, Representative, and Commissioners: 
 
We write to urge continued protection of a free and open Internet. The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) should not vote to remove the current Title II regulatory protections for broadband 
consumers. The FCC itself openly identifies the present regulations as rules that “protect and maintain 
open, uninhibited access to lawful online content.” (https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/open-
internet) 
 
Iowans who rely on the open Internet for their work, education, health care, and political and religious 
expression are poised to suffer from the rollback of these rules. Further, recent reports show that many 
public comments in support of the proposed rollback were not genuine. Under these circumstances, 
undoing a carefully vetted prior rulemaking raises serious concerns. 
 
The principle of nondiscrimination is a longstanding part of the American legal tradition, associated with 
the idea of a common carrier, a concept traditionally but not exclusively applied to transportation 
enterprises such as railroads.   
 
In the Mann-Elkins act of 1910, Congress recognized that telecommunication enterprises are like 
railroads in their public importance and market power, and classified all "telegraph, telephone and cable 



companies (whether wire or wireless)" as common carriers. Then, in 1934, Congress enacted the Federal 
Communications Act, which required telecommunications providers to publish and charge 
nondiscriminatory rates. 
 
The details of telecommunications common carrier regulation have changed over the years, and the 
application of these principles to cable companies in particular has long been contested. Nonetheless, the 
core wisdom of applying common carrier principles to critical telecommunications dominated by entities 
with substantial market power has been recognized for over 100 years. It should not be casually set aside. 
 
For decades, Iowa City has maintained a volunteer commission, with members appointed by the City 
Council, to advise on matters relating to telecommunications. The Iowa City Telecommunications 
Commission’s duties include monitoring and reviewing State and Federal legislative and regulatory action 
or change. Upon review of the proposed regulatory change, this Commission has unanimously 
recommended that Iowa City ask your help to prevent blocking, throttling, or discrimination of lawful 
online content by Internet service providers. Until a carefully vetted and permanent legislative solution is 
in place, the FCC’s current rules must stay in place to protect consumers. 
 
Thank you for hearing these serious concerns regarding the process and substance of removing current 
FCC protections for consumers. Please keep the Internet open and free. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
The Iowa City Telecommunications Commission 
Derek Johnk 
Paul Gowder 
Laura Bergus 
Matthew Brenton 
 
 


